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Masterpieces
M

asterpieces
Proud of the importance of Spain’s relationship with the art of leather and its roots that go back

centuries, the bond is still going strong. 139 companies and close to 5.000 workers, Spain is

still one of the world’s main producers of quality leathers. Not for nothing Spain was famous

in the 14th century for its Cordovan leathers, creating a new and innovative trend in a fashion

world that until then did not see  leather as a material from which to make fashionable and

stylish garments. That international acceptance that started in France was the beginning of an

important complicity: leather craftsmen and women and designers.

The industry has evolved and transformed since those early days, but the association of creativity

with art carries on producing true masterpieces.  And this is no exaggeration.  Every skin and

every hide is unique; is different. A young Spanish designer – Alma Aguilar – recently described

her latest collection as a live picture, a painting full of life with black lacquered highlights.

Behind the wet blue, the anilines, the nappas, the buffed or patent leathers you can find the

art that only a human touch can give, and it is called passion.  But from here to the shop window

there is a long journey.  Creating awareness of the ecological values of tanned leathers,

highlighting the versatility of leathers, and even up to the moment you put before the designer,

or fashion creator, the latest article that you have produced takes time. Although leather

garments have always been available, they have not always been present in the collections

exhibited on the main fashion catwalks.  But today leather is back and stronger than ever.

Master manufacturers specialized in leather work alongside designers; designers work alongside

tanners, and the tanners work to achieve the best raw material.  And from this connection a

new collection is born:  Spanish Tanners Collection.  And keeping up this liaison is keeping up

with the principle of tradition and innovation in the world of Acexpiel / Spanish Tanners.

Every tanner, every designer, and every manufacturer are the artists of a new masterpiece.

The proud owners:  you, I, all of us.
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Colomer y Munmany is a company with tradition.  Founded
in 1792 in the Catalonian city of VIC, it is a reference
of the Spanish Tanning industry, leading in innovation
and technology.  True believers in teamwork and
professionality, Colomer y Munmany has adapted to the
changes and today  foresees tomorrow‘s international
market requirements.

Colomer y Munmany is one of the main European tanneries.
Established in 1792, could you tell us what the principal
milestones of the company are?
Over two hundred years of history guarantee today’s reality of
Colomer y Munmany.  In 1792, the Union of Tanners of the city of
Vic, Barcelona, granted the professional diploma that warranted
their capacity to commence their activity.  A long generational process,
uninterrupted eased them to surpass the sectorial crisis, convulsions
and other awkward situations that characterized part of these two
centuries of history.

In spite of the fact that the exportation began at the end of the 19th
century, the authentic growth was consolidated during the 40s,
coinciding with the substitution of the traditional empirical methods
for a new research capacity of and technological innovation, which
was the base of this industrial expansion which has been consolidated
to the present day.

From 1996, a new team of professionals reformed the company,
making the organization sufficiently consolidated to confront a new
century.

Today, Colomer y Munmany SA is part of the Colomer Leather Group.
 This group has investments in the three purchasing markets where
it operates, which are Spain, Greece and UK.  With regard to the
first phase of the tanning process, the company has the leadership,
with a great capacity installed in Spain UK and Greece.  This situates
the Colomer Leather Group as the largest tannery worldwide for
small skins.

Colomer y Munmany, S.A. installations are located in Vic.  The
installations where inaugurated in 2001 and count with the latest
technology for the finishing process of skins, nappa, shearling, nubuck
and suede, used in the small leather goods, garment manufacturing,
footwear and glove industries.

What are the main factors that have made of this company
a reference throughout the industry?
Without a doubt, technological innovation in all the manufacturing
processes as well as with the concept of the article.  Another value
is the importance we give to the raw material for our articles.  We
must not forget that leather is a natural product.

The end customer of garments and articles manufactured
in leather are now more aware of the attributes of this
natural product as well as its ecological value, but there
are still detractors who prefer petrol-based products and
materials, which are highly contaminating and harmful for
the environment. Do you believe the tanning industry is
doing enough to promote the ecological values of leather?
Do you carry out any kind of campaign to aid this issue?
No. I believe there are still consumers who are not aware that the raw
material used to make leathers is a sub product of the meat industry
and if we (the industry) did not use it, it would be a massive residue
that would have to be destroyed. I should also add that in Europe a lot
of effort, with its associated costs, has been made so that the productive
process of the leather becomes as ecological as possible.

Colomer y Munmany is a partner of many international
fashion brands, both pret-a-porter and high couture.  How
would you describe this relation?
All fashion brands, such as Loewe, Prada, Gucci etc…. need to
continuously renovate their collections hence it is becoming ever more
important the mutual and close relationship in order to present them
daily with new articles from which they can find inspiration and at
the same time develop other articles based upon their designs.

How would you describe the term “fashion” in the tanning
industry?
I would describe it as the development of new articles based upon
specific criteria: new visual appearances, new textures, etc.

What role to the designers and fashion creators have in
Colomer y Munmany?
The term fashion generally means what will be repeated most.  The
designers and creators help us find what trends will be most repetitive
in two years time. They find their inspiration from the trends of the
society, interpreted through colours, textures, etc.

How many col lections do you present yearly?
We present two collections coinciding with the two Paris fairs, although
we are continuously developing new articles for our clients.

What novelties can we find in Colomer y Munmany’s Autumn-
Winter ’08-09 collection?
For the Autumn-Winter 2008/2009 season we have prepared a
collection that breaks away from the wrinkled and washed-look
materials to soften the tendency towards a classic sports feeling.  This
year, apart from the nappa and double face collections for garments,
we are strongly promoting a new collection for small leather goods.



RENDSTFashion with a buzz

Color is a perfect society-mood indicator, while the buzz on contemporary retro, mystique purity, and wild
environmental ethnics bring in new shapes, messages and volumes.  This bond of stylish themes communicates
new ideals and visions. Superb treatments and finishes in leather and fur offer that edge that we search
for in every collection.

Glazed finish, drawn-grain, patent leather, buffed or brushed and highly ornamental embossed leathers
not only play their part in garments, but also for an ever-growing range of accessories.  Bags are key to
styling this season. Vibrant and complex shapes and sizes that perfectly accompany the latest creations
are the perfect detail to give that personal touch to stylish dresses, skirts, trousers and jackets.

The palette of colours is a thoughtful sophistication of the ever-present blacks and slate greys and the
warm-inspired aura of our primordial roots.  These natural tones are emphasized by a mix of textures and
materials and other shades that accentuate the distinctive glamour of these serious yet subtle colours such
as purple, creamy yellows, indigo blue, creating an aura of sweet, but not innocent youthfulness.

Cuirass of natural
colour untreated
leather that
accentuates the
silhouette placed
on top of a short
silk georgette tunic.
Platform sandals
with anklette in
same leather
as cuirass.
Creation of
DEVOTA & LOMBA.
Leather by:
MIRET Y CIA.

Asymmetric
creation of

JUAN DUYOS.
Made in cream

nappa, with kimono
style sleeves and

tube skirt.
Leather:

COLOMER Y
MUNMANY. Silhouette with

movement. Combination
of nappa and suede.

Touches of exotic
leather – astrakhan,
snake or even rabbit -
for finishing elements
on neckline,
pockets & cuffs.

The chromatic range will look
incessantly for dense earth
colours and rusty minerals,
browns, burgundy wines,
incandescent iron, dark
graphite, in either satin or
dusty  leathers.

Skirt below the knee to
achieve elegance and
flatter figure.

Pinafore with sleeves for
all-seasons



OCARIZ
Miriam

With a degree in fine arts, but fully integrated

into the fashion world. What pushed you to

take this road and not another?

I studied both fine art and fashion design simultaneously.

In third year I specialized in graphic techniques, and

this pushed me towards textile stamping and printing.

I began developing my first collections in which drawings

and stampings where the differential factor.  Slowly I

began making my way into the fashion world.

You are considered one of the most ultramodern

designers of Spain. What do you feel when

they say this?

It pleases me.  I cannot say much more.

What are your sources of inspiration that able

to you to compose the different creations that

will be part of one of your collections?

On the street, through art, at the cinema, different

faces. I am constantly searching for something

suggestive. I try and keep my eyes open and be as

receptive as possible.

Probably one of the most known characteristics

of yours is the originality of the prints of your

creations.  Do you believe that this is due to

your fine arts background?

I believe so.  I like to draw. It is the most spontaneous

part of my work, it balances me when I face the rigor

that I generally impose on myself when creating or

constructing a garment.  It is true that I announced

and presented myself through my prints but I believe

that my work has been evolving towards the deepest

study of volumes and materials.

How would you describe your style?

I try and create an agile image, searching for the

balance between rigor and illusion; garments that not

only respond to one season.  I am interested in contrasts,

the mix of opposing poles, but always in a subtle

manner.

Originality
          at its Best

Miriam Ocariz is young and she is fun.  Her designs break away

from the traditional to give a touch of creativity that occasionally

is absent in some collections.  A great future ahead of her, Ocariz

offers a unique vision of fashion, creating designs that suit individuals

with strong personality and character.  Agility, illusion, spirit,

femininity, extemporal, in other words, she is a designer to look

out for… Miriam Ocariz is already changing the concept of design

in Spain, and soon we will be seeing these changes worldwide

because she knows what women are looking for.

In the same way you work with your prints, it seems

that you have a very special relation with leathers

tanned in Spain, the way you work the pleating,…

I am really interested in working with leather, especially

nappa. I believe that it offers something which is impossible

to achieve with other materials.  I like to develop very feminine

garments and that, manufactured in leather, become more

solid, more extemporal. In Spain the quality of the leathers

is very high.  This can be seen not only through the visual

impact, but also through the life of the garment in itself.

What do you require from leather so that it becomes

one of your creations?

The concept is that same as that for textiles.  I try to work it

using its character and natural strength, partially softening

it through feminine lines and structures.  I am interested

in using its flexibility, its mimitism so that it becomes a

second skin.

What attributes do you believe that leather has

which other materials - either natural or synthetic-

do not possess?

It offers a livelier language.  It has subjective connotations

that make the person feels closer to the garment as,

in many occasions, it adapts and moulds to our own

body.

You presented your first collection in

solitary in 1996 during the Gaudí Catwalk

(Barcelona) and afterwards began

exhibiting your collections in Madrid.  I

suppose that this first experience marked

a before and after of Miriam Ocariz.

Yes, although step by step my career has evolved,

without great changes.  I suppose that the first

time I exhibited on my own I felt my illusion

was closer to becoming reality.

And lastly, how would you describe yourself, both

as woman and designer?

This is a rather difficult question to answer.  I believe that It’s

a contradiction.



AUTUMN

There is room for everything.  And this is the latest trend.
New shapes, saucy designs and eye-catching leathers, both
soft and loud, bring back the bag as an obliged complement
 that gives that edge to our trendy wardrobe.

Designers from the Association of Spanish Fashion
designers presented their latest collections at Cibeles
and Alma Aguilar, Devota & Lomba, Jesús del Pozo
and many other designers strengthened the designs
with creative accessories and complements made
mainly in Spanish tanned leathers.
Bags made of the softest and breath-taking
leathers, matching the garments were seen
on the catwalk.

Devota & Lomba presented a bag that
played wonders. Simple, elegant and
architecturally structured, the bag
could be described as an uniquely ideal.
Its size ensures its ideality for business
meetings or an encounter at a chic café.

Alma Aguilar offers a collection that
reflects her art background.
Highly elaborated baroque, romantic
and feminine creations in lively colours
 and many contrasts of black describe
 her creations. During this latest
collection, Alma also presents her first bag.
Aptly called “Like” there are three different versions
of this handcrafted bag, with a limited production that enables
her to number them manually, hence creating a very special
and high-couture bag that does wonders with her creative
fashion and gives even further credit to this young designer.

Belts are once again on stage. The colours are all those that we
 can find under the sky. Wide belts in lacquered leathers that
emphasize the waist live alongside slim and subtle ones.  Large
or small buckles, spiked studs, chains, gems allow them to have
unique personalities.

Belts&Bags
of Style

WINTER
08/09

AEC, The Spanish Association of footwear components manufacturers
forecasts trends that bond a wide range of themes: from theatrical culture
to wild ethnics, or contemporary intelligence and ornamental melancholy.
 For the Autumn/Winter 08/09, the sensuality of the forties,
the twist of the fifties, the wild purity of wilderness, the fetish
chromatic black or the theatrical burlesque are all part of a
pragmatic and functional fashion.

Under the heading “Wild”, the chromatic palette searches for
the deep colors of earth, such as rusty minerals, incandescent

irons and graphites.  Fabulous rich leathers lead this collection,
like crocodile or astrakhan, supported with strength by
bovine leathers.
The finishes are sophisticated. Leather with hair gains elegance
while patent leather appears once again with brilliance,
taking certain protagonism away from glossy anilines and nappas.

“Ornamental melancholy” comes alive through
decorative colors: saturated pastels, highly pigmented,
mauve, mustard, bluish-greys, inkie-blues, accompanied
by intense colors to give a touch of life to the melancholy

This collection possesses a nostalgic feeling, though there
is a clearly defined bridge between the modern and the
nostalgia of the past, always with a touch of baroque.
Prints, graphics and different motives gain subtlety
thanks to the innovation in designs of adornments.

The “Cultural” collection has a touch of the
Phantom of the Opera.  Colors become ambiences;
hence grey and brown are harmonized by soft tones,
such as beige, baby-pink and mauve.  Brushstrokes of
lacquered blacks and purples emphasize the burlesque.

Beauty of this collection is the interesting blend of dusty and lacquered
finishes, creating magical emotions through the metallic reflections
caused by these designer-leathers.  And speaking about leathers,
we can find nappa, suede, snake and ostrich.  Buckles and decorative
details are small and elegant, bringing into mind the world of theatre.

The retro-contemporary style can be found under the heading “Intelligent”.
 The color code is serious. Harsh greens or electric-blues, letterbox red and
neutral grays and beiges create the base, while these tones can be complemented
with metallic and electric tones, either shiny or dull.



INSPIRATION
The Spanish Tanners chose the highly acclaimed Le Cuir event to

internationally present their first ever prêt-a-porter collection through

an exposition-hall of fame.  The event, that took place in September,

also coincided with Premiere Vision, making Le Cuir Europe’s most

important professional leather & fashion encounter.

The 2008 collection, aptly called “Inspiration”, is a joint venture

between Spain’s top tanneries and the Association of Spanish Fashion

Designers (Asociación de Creadores de Moda de España), and includes

over 30 garments manufactured in leathers & furs, as well as a

combination of leathers and textiles.

Inspiration 2008 is the first of a series of collections that will be

made thanks to the collaboration of these two associations.  The

next collection will be presented in February  of 2008 during the

Pasarela Cibeles - Madrid Fashion Week. The garments were

presented by the different designers during Madrid Fashion Week,

but where included within their collections, hence this will be the

first time that the Inspiration creations will be presented as a

collection in its own right.

The Spanish Tanners also organised a private encounter for  journalists

and key clients, whom where able to appreciate, without the usual

crowds, the original creations of the Spanish Designers, the stand

in itself and speak tete-à-tete with many of the Spanish tanners

and designers who had participated in this exciting project.

à PARIS

’08
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SPANISH TANNERS. A NEW NAME ON THE CIBELES CATWALK

Eight Spanish tanning companies and nine internationally renown & prestigious Spanish designers,
recognized internationally, have designed and  different leather creations which they have
included within their collections, establishing a closer link between design, fashion and the
Spanish Tanners.

This second collection was presented during the Madrid Fashion Week – Cibeles – which took
place from 17th to 21st September.  The designers who participated in this collection are:
Devota y Lomba, Alma Aguilar, Juan Duyos, Kina Fernández, Spastor, Miriam Ocariz, DavidDelfín,
Jesús del Pozo and Francis Montesinos

This is the second edition of the Spanish Tanners Collection project.  Organised by the Spanish
Tanners Confederation - Acexpiel, and the Association of Spanish Fashion Designers (ACME),
The objective of these collections and this collaboration is to maximise the synergies between
these two industries and jointly promote their image both nationally and internationally.

POSITIVE OUTLOOK FOR THE SPANISH TANNERS

The Spanish tanned goods industry has experienced a positive inflexion after various negative
years caused by the growing expansion of the globalization of the chain of leather production.
 During the year 2006, Spanish exports have grown 13% in value, which has enabled companies
to increase   production, in function of the evolution or trend of each article.

The overall trend of the tanned goods industry of Spain and Europe these last few years has
been influenced by the worldwide structural changes. Taking this into account, the production
of tanned goods is being centred in countries in development that make the most of their raw
material, lower labour costs and the absence of environmental regulations.  This way, China
is worldwide leader, followed by Italy, India, Korea and Brazil. In Europe, only Italy and Spain
maintain an important industrial activity that in other countries is diminishing.
As mentioned previously, Spanish exports have recovered in terms of value during the year
2006, reaching 343,253 thousands of Euros, with a percentage increase of 13%.

By types of leather, the positive trend has focused mainly in cow hide and double face,
representing important increases, while exports of sheepskins have remained unaltered.  Other
leathers have seen their exports decrease during 2006..

PASSIONATE URBAN CULTURE

Great doses of creativity of the Spanish Tanners have allowed the students of Ars Sutoria Styling
Center to put together their knowhow and art to design an urban culture trend where the wild
mystique of asphalt comes alive.

Magnificent colours, textures and shapes play the leading role of this collection.  Varnish, patent
embossed or scratched surfaces of these quality leathers in a wide spectrum of colours creates
a chameleonic sensation reveals an ongoing metamorphosis of an urban society, where individual
tastes and fashions fade into a chaos of neon lights, concrete walls embellished with colourful
graffiti, and misted glass and  reflects the truth of cities that never sleep.

Through this creativity carried out by the Italian Styling Center. Rodrigo Sancho, Manufacturas
Artísticas del Cuero, Curtidos Bassols, Inpelsa, Tenerías Alfa, Internacional Rodrigo
Sancho and Dercosa present just a small sample of leathers and hides of their latest 2008-
2009 collection. Leather combinations such as patent & dusty, satin & metallic finishes work
wonders with colour combinations where we can encounter grey, blacks or browns softened
with pastel pinks, blues, oranges or greens.


